IFAP-2003/COUNCIL.II/10
Page 8 

IFAP-2003/COUNCIL.II/11
Page 9 


	Distribution: limited
	IFAP-2003/COUNCIL.II/11

Paris, 24 April 2003

Original: English



UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL,

SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme

Second Session

22-24 April 2003

UNESCO House, Paris, Room II (Fontenoy Building)

Final Report

	This document is also available at
http://www.unesco.org/webworld/ifap/meetings.shtml


Table of contents

5Introduction

Item 1
 Opening of the Meeting
5
Item 2
 Adoption of the Agenda
5
Item 3
 Adoption of the Final Report of the 1st Session of the Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme (15-17 April 2002)
5
Item 4
 Report on Activities related to the Five Areas of the Information for All Programme
6
Item 5
 Preparation of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)
6
Item 6
 Draft Charter on the Preservation of the Digital Heritage
6
Item 7
 Draft Recommendation concerning the Promotion and Use of Multilingualism and Universal Access to Cyberspace
6
Item 8
 UNESCO/IFLA Internet Manifesto
6
Item 9
 Guidelines for Virtual Meetings of the IFAP Council and its Bureau
6
Item 10
Conditions and Criteria for Admission to Meetings of the Council for Representatives of Intergovernmental Organizations and Non-governmental Organizations as Observers
7
Item 12
Guidelines for the creation of national co-ordination frameworks or mechanisms for the Information for All Programme
7
Item 13
Miscellaneous
8
(a)
Draft policy guidelines for the development and promotion of public domain information
8
(b)
Safeguarding the Documentary Heritage of Cultural and Linguistic Diversity: Events in Iraq
8
(c)
National Network of Public Legal Information Centres in the Russian Federation
8
(d)
Feasibility Study on Establishing a Database on Best Practices
8
Item 14
Adoption of the Recommendations
8
(a)
Related to Item 4 "Report on activities related to the five areas of the Information for All Programme"
8
(b)
Related to Item 5 "Preparation of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)"
9
(c)
Related to Item 6 "UNESCO Charter on the Preservation of the Digital Heritage"
9
(d)
Related to Item 8 "UNESCO/IFLA Internet Manifesto"
9
(e)
Related to Item 9 "Guidelines for virtual meetings of the IFAP Council and its Bureau"
10
(f)
Related to Item 10 "Conditions and criteria for admission to meetings of the Council for representatives of intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations"
10
(g)
Related to Item 11 "Criteria for the design and implementation of extra-budgetary projects and Management, promotion and strengthening of the special fund for the Information for All Programme"
11
(h)
Related to Item 12 "Guidelines for the creation of national co-ordination frameworks or mechanisms for the Information for All Programme"
11
(i)
Related to Item 13 " Safeguarding the Documentary Heritage of Cultural and Linguistic Diversity – Events in Iraq"
11
Item 15
 Closure of the meeting
12
Annex I
Agenda of the 2nd Session of the Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme
13


Introduction

1. The second session of the Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme was held at UNESCO House, Paris, from 22 to 24 April 2003.
2. 24 of the 26 Member States Members of the Council were represented: Bahrain, Belarus, Benin, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, Cuba, France, Germany, Iraq, Japan, Madagascar, Mauritania, New Zealand, Nigeria, Peru, Philippines, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, United Republic of Tanzania, and Zimbabwe. 

3. Representatives of the following international non-governmental organizations were present: International Association of Communication and Media Research (IACMR), International Association of Sound and Audiovisual Archives (IASA), International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA/FAIFE Office), International Council on Archives (ICA).
4. Representatives of the following intergovernmental organizations were present:  Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations FAO).
5. 27 UNESCO Member States, who are not members of the Intergovernmental Council, were also represented at the meeting, as observers.  The complete list of participants is available at http://www.unesco.org/webworld/ifap/

Item 1

Opening of the Meeting

6. The Director-General welcomed the members of the Intergovernmental Council, the observers and the representatives of the intergovernmental and international non-governmental organizations to the second session of the Council (text of the Opening Remarks by the Director-General at http://www.unesco.org/webworld/ifap/meetings.shtml).

Item 2

Adoption of the Agenda

7. The Agenda (see Annex I) was approved with the following amendments:

Under Item 13 "Miscellaneous" the following four items were added:

a) Draft policy guidelines for the development and promotion of public domain information

b) Safeguarding the Documentary Heritage of Cultural and Linguistic Diversity

c) National Network of Public Legal Information Centres in the Russian Federation

d) Feasibility Study on Establishing a Database on Best Practices

Item 3

Adoption of the Final Report of the 1st Session of the Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme (15-17 April 2002)

8. The Council adopted the Final Report of the 1st session of the Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme (15-17 April 2002).

Item 4

Report on Activities related to the Five Areas of the Information for All Programme

9. The Council noted the report on the implementation of UNESCO's activities in the area of the Information for All Programme, and the comments from Council members and representatives from intergovernmental organizations and international non-government organizations.

10. The complete text of the Recommendations adopted by the Council relating to Item 4 is contained in paragraph 32 (a) of this report.

Item 5

Preparation of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)
11. The Council acknowledged the significant impact that UNESCO has had to date in ensuring that the four key principles of freedom of expression, cultural diversity, equal access to education and universal access to information are included on the Agenda for the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS).

12. The complete text of the Recommendations adopted by the Council relating to Item 5 is contained in paragraph 32 (b) of this report.

Item 6

Draft Charter on the Preservation of the Digital Heritage
13. The Council endorsed the revised draft Charter on the Preservation of the Digital Heritage, and invited the Director General to take into account the discussions of the Council when submitting the revised text to the General Conference at its 32nd Session.

14. The complete text of the Recommendations adopted by the Council relating to Item 6 is contained in paragraph 32 (c) of this report.

Item 7

Draft Recommendation concerning the Promotion and Use of Multilingualism and Universal Access to Cyberspace
15. The Council noted that this draft Recommendation has now been approved by the Executive Board for submission to the General Conference at its 32nd Session. 

Item 8

UNESCO/IFLA Internet Manifesto

16. The Council examined and endorsed the IFLA Internet Manifesto and recommended that the Director General collaborate with IFLA in the preparation of IFLA-UNESCO Guidelines based on the IFLA Internet Manifesto.

17. The complete text of the Recommendations adopted by the Council relating to Item 8 is contained in paragraph 32 (d) of this report.

Item 9

Guidelines for Virtual Meetings of the IFAP Council and its Bureau 

18. The Council approved the “Guidelines for Virtual Meetings of the IFAP Bureau”.

19. The complete text of the Recommendations adopted by the Council relating to Item 9 is contained in paragraph 32 (e) of this report.

Item 10
Conditions and Criteria for Admission to Meetings of the Council for Representatives of Intergovernmental Organizations and Non-governmental Organizations as Observers

20. The Council adopted the “Conditions and Criteria for Admission to Meetings of the Council for Representatives of Intergovernmental Organizations and Non-governmental Organizations as observers”, as set out in Annex 1 of document IFAP-2003/COUNCIL.II/7, as amended, noting that Statute 7 will need to be changed to enable this to be implemented.

21. The Council approved the following two amendments to Annex 1 of this document:

5. Experts, chosen on the basis of their personal competence and not as representatives of member States, may be admitted to the meetings of the Council in their personal capacity, according to the Agenda.  The Secretariat, after consultation with the Bureau, will extend the invitation.

8. All working documents of the Bureau will be made available on-line for consultation.  IGOs and NGOs whose representatives are admitted to meetings of the Council shall be invited to provide written comments on the working documents of the meetings of the Bureau in order to enrich its debates and may be invited to also participate as observers in Bureau meetings.

22. The complete text of the Recommendations adopted by the Council relating to Item 10 is contained in paragraph 32 (f) of this report.

Item 11
Criteria for the design and implementation of extra-budgetary projects and Management, promotion and strengthening of the special fund for the Information for All Programme

23. The Council examined and approved the guidelines for the selection of projects as well as proposals for building up IFAP’s special fund.

24. The complete text of the Recommendations adopted by the Council relating to Item 11 is contained in paragraph 32 (g) of this report.

Item 12
Guidelines for the creation of national co-ordination frameworks or mechanisms for the Information for All Programme

25. The Council examined and endorsed proposals for an IFAP approach to national coordination mechanisms, including the characteristics and responsibilities of IFAP National Committees.

26. The complete text of the Recommendations adopted by the Council relating to Item 12 is contained in paragraph 32 (h) of this report.

Item 13
Miscellaneous

(a) Draft policy guidelines for the development and promotion of public domain information

27. The Council noted the draft set of policy guidelines and the opportunity to submit comments to the Secretariat before 31 May 2003.

(b) Safeguarding the Documentary Heritage of Cultural and Linguistic Diversity: Events in Iraq

28. The Council noted and supported the position taken by the Executive Board and the declarations of the Director-General concerning the situation in Iraq and requested the Director General to pay particular attention to libraries and archives.

29.  The complete text of the Recommendations adopted by the Council relating to Item 13 is contained in paragraph 32 (i) of this report.

(c) National Network of Public Legal Information Centres in the Russian Federation

30. The Council expressed its appreciation to the delegation from the Russian Federation for their presentation on their national network of public legal information centres.

(d) Feasibility Study on Establishing a Database on Best Practices 

31. The Council acknowledged the initiative of the Member from Columbia in developing this proposal and noted document IFAP-2003/COUNCIL.II/INF.4, prepared by the Secretariat. Furthermore the Council noted that further collaboration is required with the Secretariat in order to advance this proposal.

Item 14
Adoption of the Recommendations

32. The Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme, adopts the following recommendations
(e) Related to Item 4 "Report on activities related to the five areas of the Information for All Programme"

The Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme 
1. Having examined document IFAP-2003/COUNCIL.II/2,
2. Takes note of the report on the implementation of the Information for All Programme, covering activities carried out by UNESCO during the period February 2002 to January 2003 and further commends the Secretariat for the IFAP Council on the implementation of these activities;

3. Urges the Director General to ensure that the activities be further strengthened to contribute more effectively to achieving Information for All goals;

4. Urges the Director General to enhance co-operation of all UNESCO sectors and to coordinate with other international organisations in order to create synergies and to make best use of human and financial resources;

5. Requests the Bureau to develop, in consultation with the Secretariat, the use of indicators to monitor the effectiveness of the Information for All Programme.

(f) Related to Item 5 "Preparation of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)"

The Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme,

1. Having examined document IFAP-2003/Council.II/3,
2. Endorses UNESCO's strategy to help in developing the global Information Society towards knowledge societies based on the principles of cultural and linguistic diversity; equal access to education, universal access to information and freedom of expression;

3. Calls upon UNESCO Member States to fully recognize the importance of these principles in developing their knowledge societies and consider these principles when preparing for the meetings of the World Summit (Geneva, 2003 and Tunis, Tunisia, 2005);

4. Encourages the Director General to continue to closely involve non-governmental organizations, civil society and the private sector in the WSIS process;

5. Requests the Director General to report to the Council at its 3rd sessions on the results of the Summit meeting in Geneva; 
6. Requests the Director General to closely involve the Council in planning and implementing activities of the Geneva Action Plan that will be adopted in December 2003 and that are assigned to UNESCO.
(g) Related to Item 6 "UNESCO Charter on the Preservation of the Digital Heritage" 

The Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme,

1. Having examined document IFAP-2003/COUNCIL.II/4,

2. Endorses the revised draft Charter on the Preservation of the Digital Heritage;

3. Notes that the Executive Board has invited the Director-General to further revise the draft text and present the revised draft UNESCO Charter to the General Conference at its 32nd session,

4. Invites the Director General to take into account the discussions of the Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme at its 2nd Session when submitting the revised text to the General Conference at its 32nd Session.

(h) Related to Item 8 "UNESCO/IFLA Internet Manifesto"

The Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme,

1. Having examined document IFAP-2003/COUNCIL.II/5, particularly the "IFLA Internet Manifesto" contained in this document;
2. Welcomes the spirit and the objectives of the "IFLA Internet Manifesto"; 

3. Decides to endorse the "IFLA Internet Manifesto";

4. Requests the Director-General to disseminate the “IFLA Internet Manifesto” to all UNESCO Member States;

5. Recommends that the Director General collaborate with IFLA in the preparation of IFLA-UNESCO Guidelines based on the “IFLA Internet Manifesto”, and taking into account the discussions of the Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme at its 2nd Session.

(i) Related to Item 9 "Guidelines for virtual meetings of the IFAP Council and its Bureau"

The Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme,

1. Having examined document IFAP-2003/COUNCIL.II/6,

2. Taking account of the results of the survey to determine the capacities of States, members of the Council to participate in synchronous virtual meetings using videoconferencing technology and the report on the possibilities to organize synchronous virtual meetings using audioconferencing technology;

3. Also taking account of the report on the asynchronous discussion forum organized for the Bureau in December 2002;  

4. Requests the Bureau to enhance the use of the asynchronous discussion forum to implement the duties conferred to the Bureau by the Council;

5. Requests the Bureau to cooperate with the Secretariat in order to implement the schedule outlining the sequence of face-to face and virtual meetings of the Bureau; 

6. Approves the “Guidelines for Virtual Meetings of the IFAP Bureau”

(j) Related to Item 10 "Conditions and criteria for admission to meetings of the Council for representatives of intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations"

The Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme,

1. Having examined document IFAP-2003/COUNCIL.II/7,

2. Decides to adopt the “Conditions and criteria for admission to meetings of the Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme of representatives of international governmental organizations and international non-governmental organizations and of experts, as observers”, as set out in Annex I of this document as amended.

3. Requests the Bureau to ensure appropriate changes to Article 7 of the Statutes of the Council to enable the provisions of Annex 1, as amended to be implemented as soon as possible.

(k) Related to Item 11 "Criteria for the design and implementation of extra-budgetary projects and Management, promotion and strengthening of the special fund for the Information for All Programme"

The Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme,

1. Having examined document IFAP-2003/COUNCIL.II/8, “Management, promotion and strengthening of the funds of the special account for the Information for All Programme and criteria for the formulation and implementation of extra-budgetary projects”,

2. Approves this text as a guideline for the proposal of projects to be funded by voluntary contributions within the framework of IFAP, it being understood that the objectives of calls for proposals and the scope of the projects being solicited take due account of the UNESCO priorities;

3. Also Approves the proposals for the building up of IFAP’s special funds, and their management for the extra-budgetary financing of projects;

4. Requests the Secretariat to follow principles for IFAP in an evaluation of Projects including follow up activities and continue its consultations of UNESCO’s Member States with a view to increasing their voluntary contributions for the financing of projects;

5. Appeals to donors – Member States of UNESCO and other potential donors – to support the Information for All Programme by increasing its resources for the financing of projects through voluntary contributions or in any other way."

(l) Related to Item 12 "Guidelines for the creation of national co-ordination frameworks or mechanisms for the Information for All Programme"

The Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme,

1. Having examined document IFAP-2003/Council.II/9 "Guidelines for the creation of national co-ordination frameworks or mechanisms for the Information for All Programme";

2. Endorses the proposals for an IFAP approach to national coordination and the characteristics and responsibilities of proposed IFAP National Committees; 

3. Invites the Director-General to request Member States to establish IFAP National Committees and provide them with funding support on the basis of the above mentioned document;

4. Requests the Secretariat to report regularly to the Council on the status of the IFAP National Committees and the programmes, projects and activities being carried out at the national, regional and international level.

(m) Related to Item 13 " Safeguarding the Documentary Heritage of Cultural and Linguistic Diversity – Events in Iraq"

The Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All Programme,

1. Having taken note of the declarations of the Director-General and the decision of the 166th Session of the Executive Board concerning the events in Iraq; 

2. Observes that they adequately reflect the principles and responsibilities of UNESCO in its fields of competence;

3. Supports the declarations of the Director General as well as his actions in all fields of competence of UNESCO, particularly in the area of the safeguarding of the cultural heritage in Iraq;

4. Requests the Director-General, in doing so, to 

a) Pay particular attention to libraries and archives as they are essential parts of the rich heritage of Iraq and to governmental records as they are vital for the functioning of public administration and for the protection of the rights of Iraqi citizens;

b) Cooperate with the competent non-governmental organizations such as the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA), the International Council on Archives (ICA) and the International Association of Sound and Audiovisual Archives (IASA) in his actions to safeguard, preserve, reconstruct and develop libraries and archives in Iraq and to further develop an information and knowledge based society.
c) Urge all countries to take immediate steps to monitor the trade in historical documents, and to call on all archives, libraries and museums, together with antiquities dealers and collectors worldwide to report all items proposed to them which they suspect may have been looted from Iraq.

Item 15

Closure of the meeting

33. The representative of the Director-General thanked delegates and all Secretariat and support staff for their contributions to the success of the meeting. He made special mention of the efforts of the Rapporteur and the Chairperson.

34. The Chairperson also thanked Delegates for their contributions and the Secretariat for their support.  She noted the need for IFAP to move more swiftly given the huge challenge facing many nations in narrowing the digital divide.  The date and place of the 3rd Session of the Council, to take place before the end of 2004, will be decide upon by the Bureau in close cooperation with the Secretariat.
35. The Chairperson declared the session closed on 24 April 2003 at 18.15 hours.
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